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liked Rhoda for a wife, although it is definitely confined
to this unqualified appreciation as Hermas is at pains to
emphasize, since naturally the implied and'more direct
issue at once incurred a moral prohibition. It is
abundantly clear from what follows that this repressed
libido evoked a powerful transformation in his unconscious,
for it imbued the soul image with life, thus bringing it to
spontaneous efficacy.
Let us now follow the text further:
" After a certain time; as I journeyed unto Cumae, praising
God's creation in its immensity, beauty, and power, in my going
I grew heavy with sleep. And a spirit caught me up, and led
me away through a pathless region where a man may not go,
For it was a place full of crevices and torn by water-courses
I made my passage over the river and came upon even ground,
where I threw myself upon my knees, and prayed to God, con-
fessing my sins. While I thus prayed, the heavens opened and 1
beheld that lady for whom I yearned, who greeted me from
heaven and said: ' Hail to thee, Hermas I' While my eyes
dwelt upon her, I spake and said : ' Mistress, what docst thou
there ?' And she answered : ' I was taken up, in order to charge
thee with thy sins before the Lord/ I said unto her : ' Dost thou
now accuse me ?' 'No', said she, ' yet hearken now unto the
words which I shall speak unto thee. For God, who dwelleth in
heaven, and hath created the existing out of the non-existing, and
hath magnified it and brought it to increase for the sake of His
Holy Church, is wroth with thee, because thou hast sinned against
me.' I answered and spake unto her: ' How have I sinned
against thee ? When and where spake I ever an evil word unto
thee ? Have I not looked upon thee as a goddess ? Have I
not ever treated thee like a sister ? Wherefore, O lady, dost
thou falsely charge me with such evil and unclean things ? '
She smiled and said unto me : ' The desire of sin arose in thy
heart. Or is it not indeed a sin in thine eyes for a just man to
cherish a sinful desire in his heart ? Verily is it a sin '» said
she, ' and a great one. For the just man striveth after wliat is
just/"
Solitary wanderings are, as we know, conducive to
day-dreaming and reverie. Probably Hermas, on his way
to Cutnae was pondering on his mistress; while thus
engaged, the repressed erotic phantasy gradually withdrew

